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Put any questions in the chat box
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Programme – Part 1

Welcome Prof Nigel Hart

A message from our Chief Medical Officer Prof Sir Michael McBride (Chief Medical Officer)

General Practice and the new C25 Curriculum Prof Neil Kennedy (Director, Centre for Medical Edn,)

QUB/ RCGPNI Robin Harland Award Winner Dr Laurence Dorman (Chair, RCGP NI) &

Dr Drew Gilliland (Retired QUB GP)

On the ground experience of a GP Tutor Dr Myles McConville (GP, Bridges Family Practice)

Q&A with Dr Helen Reid

Looking back – Looking Forward Prof Nigel Hart

Diversity and Inclusion in Medical Education at QUB Dr Mairead Corrigan (Lead for Equality & Diversity) 

“Stand up for General Practice” Dr Richard Mayne (Recent GP Research Trainee)
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Programme – Part 2

Clinical Attachments Sweep:

(***NEW***) Year 3 GP Pilot Dr Jenny Johnston

Year 4 GP Dr Helen Reid

Year 4 CCTV Dr Carla Devlin

Year 5 & Year 5 Assistantship Dr Louise Sands

Case Discussions, GPCFs & ECHO Dr Jim McMullan

Year 1&2 Family Medicine Dr Grainne Kearney

Year 1&2 Clinical Skills Dr Diane Wilson

The QUB GP Society: A blockbuster year despite a pandemic Mr Davog McCaffrey (President QUB GP Society)

Allocations 2021 Mrs Eveline Burns

Payments Mrs Edel O’Hara

Annual Tutor/ Practice Returns, CP2A, Website Dr Louise Sands 

Ulster University GEMS 2021 Dr Sian-Lee Ewan

Closing remarks Dr Grainne Kearney
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Prof Sir Michael McBride (Chief Medical Officer)

A message from the Chief Medical Officer
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Prof Neil Kennedy

Director, Centre of Medical Education, QUB 

“General Practice and the new C25 

Curriculum at QUB”
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The Robin Harland Prize

for

GP Tutors 

for

Excellence in 

Undergraduate Medical

Education 
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Dr Laurence Dorman

Chair of Northern Ireland 
Council of

The Royal College of 
General Practitioners

Dr Drew Gilliland

Retired Academic GP

Queen’s University 
Belfast
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The Runner up……

Citation excerpt:

“From day one I was welcomed as part of the team at xxx. I 

was provided with the most varied, challenging and relevant 

opportunities to learn from all members of the practice who, 

despite the pandemic, were so keen for me to learn” 

“When I started medicine the idea of being a GP wasn’t 

even an option. I am now working towards … becoming a 

GP” 

Dr Karen Poland
Montalta Medical

Centre
Ballynahinch
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The Winner……

Citation excerpt:

“I am nominating this practice as I feel I had a very rich and 

valuable learning experience … and I was made to feel part 

of the team”

“This experience has encouraged me to take initiative and 

be assured that support is available.  It has furthered my 

knowledge of how general practice works and how 

important team-working is in this setting and improved my 

ability to see each patient in the context of their life 

circumstances”

“I have gained an insight into the challenges faced in 

general practice with regards to long term care of complex 

patients” 

Dr Miriam Dolan
Maple Healthcare

Lisnaskea
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GP TUTORS 

NURTURE

GREAT DOCTORS
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Retired GP Tutors 2021:

Dr Paddy Sharkey Carryduff Surgery

Dr Gordon McIlroy Randalstown Medical Practice 

Dr Donal O'Shaughnessy O'Shaughnessy & Megaw Practice

Dr Deirdre O'Hare Ormeau Health Centre

Dr Wyatt Wright Ballygomartin Group Practice

Dr Keith Scott Scott & Partners

Put the names of tutors who retired in 

the last year in the chat box below with

The prefix “Retired”
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“On the ground experience of a GP Tutor”

Dr Myles McConville

GP & Tutor, Bridges Family Practice, Belfast 

Q&A with

Dr Helen Reid
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Nigel Hart

Associate Director for 

General Practice and Primary Care 

“Looking back – Looking Forward”
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Looking back……..
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“Virtual Primary Care” – Launched 5th October 2020
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Additional Costs of Teaching - SUMDE

Clinical Case Discussions 
• Wednesday Afternoons in each GP 

Attachment (Year 4 & 5)
• Lead by Experienced GP Clinical Faciliators
• Delivered to small groups 8-10 Students
• Done over Zoom
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PC Sub-Deanery Pilot

• Started Jan 2020

• Dr Claire Loughrey

• Situated in Eastern FSU

• Two Pilot Federations:
• North Belfast

• South West

• Interim Report – Feb ‘21

• DoH decided to not to 
continue with pilot 
beyond 18-month mark
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Looking 

forward

(***NEW***) Year 3 GP Pilot
Dr Jenny Johnston

Need a combined QUB / UU 
Student Allocations Structure

GP ↑ 25%
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Dr Mairead Corrigan

Academic Lead for Equality and Diversity

“Diversity and Inclusion in 

Medical Education at QUB”



Diversity & 

Inclusion in Medical 

Education

Dr Mairead Corrigan (she/her)

Senior Lecturer & Academic Lead for EDI (CME)

Racial Equity Champion (SMDBS)





We commit to… 

1. Supporting individuals to speak out

2. Ensuring robust processes for 
reporting and handling complaints

3. Mainstreaming equality, diversity and 
inclusion (EDI) across the learning 
environment

4. Addressing racial harassment on work 
placements



• Diversity is not limited to a particular ethnic or racial group. Diversity = any 

difference.

• Inclusion is what we do with diversity - when we value and appreciate people 

because of and not in spite of their differences, as well as their similarities.

‘The difference between diversity and inclusion is being invited to a house and 

being able to rearrange the furniture’ (Jane Silber)

Diversity & Inclusion



Learning environment: staff & students as co-
creators



Learning environment: staff & students as co-
learners

Case-based learning in C25



Cultural 
Awareness

(portfolio reflections)

Cultural Skills

(clinical & 
communication skills; 
dermatology)

Cultural 
Knowledge 

(CBL; lectures; 
tutorials) 

Cross-cultural competencies



An inclusive learning environment

‘Always talk about us as if we are in the room’ (Alexa, 
Transgender NI)



Conclusion

‘Diversity is being invited to the party, inclusion is being invited to dance’ (Vernil

Myers)
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For Attendance (& SUMDE Payment)

Please put your Name and Practice Code in the chat below 
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Dr Richard Mayne

Federation Fellow

Eastern FSU

“Stand up for General Practice”
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Stand up and stretch

…Back in 2 minutes…
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Programme – Part 2

Clinical Attachments Sweep:

(***NEW***) Year 3 GP Pilot Dr Jenny Johnston

Year 4 GP Dr Helen Reid

Year 4 CCTV Dr Carla Devlin

Year 5 & Year 5 Assistantship Dr Louise Sands

Case Discussions, GPCFs & ECHO Dr Jim McMullan

Year 1&2 Family Medicine Dr Grainne Kearney

Year 1&2 Clinical Skills Dr Diane Wilson

The QUB GP Society: A blockbuster year despite a pandemic Mr Davog McCaffrey (President QUB GP Society)

Allocations 2021 Mrs Eveline Burns

Payments Mrs Edel O’Hara

Annual Tutor/ Practice Returns, CP2A, Website Dr Louise Sands 

Ulster University GEMS 2021 Dr Sian-Lee Ewan

Closing remarks Dr Grainne Kearney
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Dr Jenny Johnston

Reader in General Practice Education

“Lead for (***NEW***) Year 3 GP Pilot”
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Year 3 GP Pilot

Bridging the gap between Y2 and Y4

Focused on primary-secondary care interface

Introducing principles and practice of GP

One afternoon a week during hospital LIC

Close to base hospital

9 sessions with students

- Consulting

- Practice team

- CBD preparation

We have 2 more spaces for practices this year – join us in 

shaping this new GP adventure 

Image by Public Domain on Pixabay
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Dr Helen Reid

Lecturer

Module Lead for Year 4 GP
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Your GP placements are so valuable for all 
future doctors:

“Very positive experience in practice. I felt well supported throughout 

and also had clinical independence  to facilitate consultations” 

“Great opportunity to interact with patients independently while under 

supervision. Really insightful seeing the other roles in the GP e.g. 

pharmacist, nurses in covid clinics etc. Received plenty of support” 

“I LOVED the variety and seeing first presentations of illnesses” 
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Your GP placements are inspiring future 
GP colleagues: (and are the best…)

“I can happily say I have been swayed towards GP thanks to the staff 

at xxx, they were an absolute delight and I would recommend any 

student who wants to leave feeling like a better medical student to go 

there” 

“This was definitely the best clinical attachment of 4th year. I just 

found all the GP teaching at Queen's and at my practice to be really 

inspiring and enthusiastic which makes the whole experience 100x 

better. I felt like I was part of the team at the practice and it was just 

overall a fantastic experience”
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Dr Carla Devlin

Clinical Teaching Fellow

Year 4 CCTV
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Dr Louise Sands 

Clinical Teaching Fellow

Year 5 GP
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Virtual Primary Care Pain Management
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MS Form
Code of Conduct
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QUBGP Website CP2A Forms
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Dr Jim McMullan

Clinical Teaching Fellow

ECHO: Case Discussions 

and the GP Clinical Facilitators

&

Year 5 GP Assistantship



IN GP 
Practice

Echo happens last Wednesday afternoon of GP attachment

Group of approx 48 Students divided into 3 groups beforehand

Each group given a broad topic to find a case for

This groups 3 topics are Dermatology , Endocrine and Paeds

Mid lockdown more challenging to find a case

If struggling to find one – Tutor can signpost a suitable one for 
Student to read up on.

Student anonymizes case and sends it to QUB on pro-forma



On the Day

• Cases have been read and 3-4 cases selected for learning points

• Expert speaker and Facilitator have read cases

• Speaker gives 20-30 minute didactic talk on specific topic

• Students whose cases are selected invited to present to the group

• 2 other students asked to supply clarifying questions

• This is where most of the learning happens- in all directions.

• Session recorded-becomes a learning Library

• This Collaborative approach between Primary and Secondary care co-teaching Students is 
the basis of our new C25 curriculum



Assistantship Programme
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Dr Grainne Kearney

Lecturer

Module Lead for Year 1&2 

Family Medicine
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Family Medicine in 20/21 

GP Tutor - I was pleasantly surprised how 
successful Year 1 was. All students commented 

on the unexpected emotional aspects of 
hearing patient stories via Zoom. I found that I 

chose very different patients this year, they 
were younger patients who were able to use 

Zoom rather than elderly patients … The 
younger patients with chronic disease or 

cancer really impacted the students and this 
came through in tutorial discussions and their 

reports.

Student - The opportunity to participate in the Family 
Attachment scheme, despite the restrictions arising from 

Covid, has been a highlight of this year. I am grateful to Mr X 
and his family for providing such a privileged insight into the 
long term challenges of living with a chronic condition. The 

learning revealed regarding the relationship between patient 
and medical professionals, principled at one level and complex 

at another, will endure, as does the message that illness 
does not define the whole person or their family.
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Plans for Family Medicine in 21/22 

• Blended model – F2F learning in smaller sub groups
• More patient contact in Y2 (remote and F2F)
• ‘Cultural Humility’ in Y1 – ‘become the student of 

the patient’
• Tutor meeting next Wednesday 8th September

(ZOOM link will be RE-SENT tomorrow)  
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Dr Diane Wilson

Clinical Teaching Fellow

Module Lead for Year 1&2 

Clinical Skills
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CLINICAL SKILLS UPDATE 
FOR 21/22

Autumn 2021

• 9 REMOTE clinical skills sessions

• Changes based on GP tutor feedback from Autumn 2020  

• Familiar Resources – Website, Teachers Guidelines, Role plays, Quick Reference Guide,

• Small student groups (approx. 8)

• Weekly timetable has been shared with Tutors- history taking focus but also recording or 
live performance of examination skills with feedback

• Alignment with the CSEC sessions and Case Based Learning

• Live and recorded briefing for Autumn tutors on Zoom @4pm 13th Sept 2021
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CLINICAL SKILLS 
ATTACHMENT- SPRING 

2022 

A time for reflection and change

First and Second year GP or hospital weekly ‘attachments’ (>600 students in 

groups of 6 (or 8 in Hospital) placed in Greater Belfast Area and sometimes 

overspill to more peripheral practices)

Year 1 – ‘Clinical Experience’ remote classes focusing on history taking and 
patient stories
Year 2- ‘Clinical Attachment’ for students in groups of 3 on alternate weeks. 
Background Self-directed practise classes/ remote programme
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CLINICAL SKILLS STUDENT 
EVALUATION- AUTUMN 2020

My clinical teacher 

went above and 

beyond the content 

taught

The feedback given on our clinical 

skills videos was invaluable for 

improving our clinical skills

GPs were very friendly, kept 

things relevant and taught well 

over zoom. Good rapport with 

the group which made things 

more relaxedIf possible, more real patient 

interactions

Even though 

the clinical 

skills were 

online it was 

very valuable
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Davog McCaffrey

President QUB GP Society

The QUB GP Society: A blockbuster year 
despite a pandemic 



QUB GP Society

A blockbuster year, 
despite the pandemic!

Davog McCaffrey

Year 5 Medical Student 

President - QUB GP Society

QUB GP Society

@QUBGPSociety

@GPQUB

gp-soc@qub.ac.uk

QUB GP Tutor Meeting – 01/09/21



Introduction and Aims

A. Supporting the academic
needs of Medical Students 

during their time at 
University. 

B. Promoting and 
encouraging General 
Practice as a career 

amongst Medical Students. 



Challenges to Opportunities 



Methods – Academic 

Practice Multiple Choice 
Questions (MCQs) via Instagram 

Revision Podcast Series –
Spotify/Apple Podcasts 

Virtual Mock OSCEs/OSCE 
Preparation Workshops via Zoom 



Methods – General Practice 

GPs with Specialist Interests 
Healthcare in Prisons, NI 
Ambulance Service and 

Sport and Exercise Medicine 

A Career in General Practice 
GP Training Programme

and GP Partnership 

‘Dear Colleague’ 
Interprofessional learning 

aiming to explore the 
interface between Primary 

and Secondary Care 

Working with RCGP 
and connecting with 
other GP Societies 

throughout UK/Ireland 



Results

7



Results – Impact/Feedback  

“The learning that medical school 
misses for the day-in-the-life of a GP 
is targeted by these sessions and will 
serve us well in future clinical 
practice”. Dear Colleague – February 
2021

“I felt this event gave me an 
understanding of how 
multidisciplinary teams really can 
work in clinical practise, and raised 
awareness about the area of Perinatal 
Mental Health that I have not yet 
explored on the core medicine course”. 
Dear Colleague – February 2020

“Very informative talk; just started 
considering a career in General 
Practice and now motivated to really 
get more GP experience to finalise 
my decision. Thank you for the help”. 
GP Careers Night – November 2020 

“Really great informative talk. Loved 
the variety of special interests 
discussed. Definitely changed my 
perspective that a career in GP 
would be monotonous so I will 
definitely be investigating further 
into a career in GP”. GPs with 
Specialist Interests – October 2020 

“The GP Soc resources have been a 
valuable help in the absence or 
normality of teaching”. General 
Student Feedback on GP Society 
Outreach 2020/21

“Hadn't really done much OSCE 
practice because of the pandemic and 
because we didn't have an exam, so 
this was a really good experience to 
know where I am at. Very thankful for 
the opportunity!” Virtual Mock OSCEs 
– September 2020 



Where Next? 

• Firm foundations – Covid and Post-Covid 
(virtual/hybrid/tribrid…) 

• Academic and General Practice aims 

• Interprofessional/Multi-disciplinary 

• Relationships – North/South and East/West 
(and beyond!) 

What do you think? 
We would love for you to get involved – always looking guest 

speakers, small group teaching volunteers, mock OSCE 
examiners/simulated patients. Please see volunteer sign-up link!

Let the adventures continue…





Thank you to the staff at the     
Centre for Medical Education at QUB 

(particularly #TeamGP), all at 
RCGP/BMA and to everyone in 

General Practice who helps and 
supports us. 

Thanks to YOU for listening! 
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Eveline Burns

Administrative Lead for 

General Practice

“Allocations: where we stand and current gaps”
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Mrs Edel O’Hara

SUMDE Manager

“SUMDE Payments”



Web address: https://www.qub.ac.uk/sites/qubgp/ Email: gpadmin@qub.ac.uk

Dr Sian-Lee Ewan

Senior Lecturer & GP Placement Lead 
Ulster University

School of Medicine

Graduate Entry Medical Programme 2021



79

Ulster University School of Medicine
Dr Sian-Lee Ewan



8080

“ Ulster University Opens the Doors to its First Medical Students 

with a new School of Medicine in the Heart of the Community

80

23 August 2021
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Meet Our Students 

Nicola

Investment Banker

Seamus

Political Advisor and former 
Lecturer in Irish

Roland

CT Radiographer

• Graduate Entry

• Arts or Science Background

• Intake of 73 students for 2021-2022



8282

Vision for the School

• To address the workforce shortage in 

Northern Ireland

• Strategic emphasis on General Practice 

• >30% delivery in Primary Care

82

“Producing Doctors who are able to 

deliver whole person care with skill 

and compassion, as members of 

diverse clinical teams, in partnership 

with patents and clients. Graduates 

whose vision is community focused 

yet globally ambitious: academically 

capable change agents” 
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GP Placements

Year GP Placement

1 12 visits throughout the year

2 5-week attachment

3
1 day/week longitudinal 

attachment

4 5-week attachment



848484

Exciting Future for GP Education“
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THANK YOU
Dr Sian-Lee Ewan
sl.ewan@ulster.ac.uk
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Q & As
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Dr Grainne Kearney

Lecturer

Closing Remarks
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Thanks for 
attending 
today. 

Stay in 
touch

https://www.qub.ac.uk/sites/qubgp/
mailto:gpadmin@qub.ac.uk

